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TechTips Newsletter
Geeky Pumpkins!!

If you would like to receive this newsletter, or to view
past issues, go to: www.tbyd.ca.

As a tradition, we carve pumpkins
on Halloween to scare away spirits and
ghosts. Some of us like to change things
up by carving geeky pumpkins.

The Invisibility Cloak
Reading and watching
Harry Potter, we have all
envied the power of the
invisibility cloak at one time
or another. Remember the
meeting you would have loved
to sneak into? What about the
time you wanted to sneak into
the teachers lounge to find out
all the test answers? Turns out,
researchers are one step closer
to having these powers.!

high tech approaches to
cloaking and the basic idea
behind these is to take light
and have it pass around
something as if it isn't there,
often using high-tech or exotic
materials,” says professor of
physics at Rochester
university, John Howell, who
developed the Rochester
Cloak with graduate student,
Joseph Choi. !

Until now, the problems
with cloaking devices has been
that they only really work if
both the viewer and whatever
is being cloaked remain still,
which is not exactly practical.
Now, for the first time,
researches have made a
cloaking device that works
multi-directionally in three
dimensions. !

As well as at least partially
solving the viewpoint problem,
the Rochester cloak also leaves
the background undisturbed,
without any warping, as has
appeared in other devices.

Sounds like it takes
massive amounts of high
tech equipment? This
cloaking device uses nothing
but four standard lenses. !
"There've been many
DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Do you have experience with Technology by Design
that you'd think other people would want to hear?
How would you like to have lunch or dinner, on us?

Ask us how you can have your business promoted
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WANT TO BUILD YOUR OWN SOFT ROBOT?
Harvard University in collaboration with Trinity
College in Dublin have launched a soft robotics toolkit
that contains all the information for enthusiasts to
build their own robot. !
You can’t purchase the parts on the website, but it
contains information about all the diﬀerent parts you
could use, and the information you need before you
shop around for parts.!
The toolkit also includes downloadable, opensource plans, how-to videos, case studies, raw
experimental data, sample code for controlling robotic
systems, and a way to communicate with others
building soft robots. This allowed communication
would provide a way to share tips, fabrication
techniques, and more so that designers from around

the world can learn from each other and build on each
other’s work.!
"One thing we've seen in design courses is that
students greatly benefit from access to more
experienced peers -- say, postdocs in a research lab -who can guide them through their work," said Trinity
College's Dónal Holland, currently a visiting lecturer at
the Harvard School of Engineering and Applied
Sciences. "But scaling that up is diﬃcult; you quickly
run out of time and people. The toolkit is designed to
capture the expertise and make it easily accessible to
students.”!
Want more information on how to make your own
soft robot? See the toolkit at: http://
softroboticstoolkit.com.

HOW TO TRAVEL- FROM YOUR COUCH
We all know half the fun of
was pretending to be in, so she
travel is bragging about the
could Skype her family and take
things you are doing on
photos “from the hotel”. She
Facebook. !
either ordered in, or made her
own Asian cuisine. She did
25 year old Zilla van den
actually go to a Buddhist temple,
Born wanted the bragging
rights, without leaving
her couch. Using her
photoshop skills, she
tricked all of her friends
and family into thinking
she had been travelling
through Thailand, Laos,
and Cambodia for over a
month. !
Zilla would Skype
her family “back home”
quite a bit, and post lots
of photos. She sampled
lots of Asian cuisine,
visited a Buddhist temple,
went snorkelling, and met some
new friends. Or so it seemed to
her friends and family. !
In reality Zilla redecorated
her apartment several times to
fit the description of a hotel
room of whatever country she

!

but it just happened to be the
only Buddhist temple in
Amsterdam.The snorkelling and
friends? All a product of creative
Photoshop. For example, the
photo of her snorkelling was
actually taken in her apartment
pool, but altered to make it look

like she was in the ocean with
tropical fish.!
The Dutch woman wanted
to show exactly how easy it can
be for people to create a fake
online identity, and
that Facebook
statuses and photos
aren’t always the most
accurate portrayal of
someone’s life.!
"I did this to show
people that we filter
and manipulate what
we show on social
media. Thereby we
create an online ideal
world which reality
can no longer meet.
My goal was to prove
how common and easy
it is to distort reality,” she said of
the project.!
Although her family was
originally mad that they were
tricked, she said her family has
forgiven her, and is now laughing
at how clever it was.
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INVISIBLE ART?
May people have read the story floating around
As it turns out, the story was reported by CBC’s
Facebook and Twitter about how Lana Newstrom is
“That is That” program, which is hosted by Pat Kelly
creating “invisible art”. But there might be more to the and Peter Oldring, both of whom are comedians.!
story than you can imagine.!
Pat Kelly claimed that the idea stemmed from the
The story we are talking about is about 27 year old idea of interpretation, saying “in the arts, there is
artist, Lana Newstrom, who has claimed that she is the much room for interpretation and we thought it would
first artist in the world to create invisible “art”. !
be interesting to push the idea to the extreme ... the
invisible art.” !
"Art is about imagination and that is what my

!

work demands of the people interacting with it. You
have to imagine a painting or sculpture is in front of
you," says Newstrom. She also said “Just because you
can’t see anything, doesn't mean that I didn’t put hours
of work into creating a particular piece”.!
The story went viral, without people reading the
full story, or listening to the audio portion of the
website, which it now seems was an important part of
the story.!

He continued to say that “people read on the
Internet so quickly that many did not taken the time
to check if it was true or not. We encourage people to
listen to the audio, because that is where lies the joke.
After listening, people will have a hard time believing
it's true.”!

GEEK CHIC COUTURE
With the big comic
conventions only coming once a
year, nerds had to find another
outlet for their sewing abilities,
which lead to a one-of-a-kind
runway show at San Diego ComicCon.!

competed to work with Her
Universe clothing and have some
designs launched and available at
Hot Topic stores in the US. Only 2
winners would be chosen- one by
the audience, and one by the
judges.!

Hosted by “Her Universe”, 36
nerdy costume designers

Dresses had to be pop-culture
inspired, which lead to inspiration
from Pokemon, The Hunger
Games, Back To The Future, The
Hobbit, Doctor Who, Star Wars,
and more. !

"In developing the Her
Universe fashion show, it was
always our goal to make this an
annual show," Eckstein said.
"Geek-inspired fashion is not a
trend, it's a fashion category that's
here to stay. We look forward to
many more geek couture fashion
shows for years to come."

The judges' winner was Amy
Beth Christenson for her "Back to
the Future"-inspired ensemble
called "Great Skirt, Marty." The
audience winner was "Once Upon
a Time"-inspired gown "Regina's
Curse" by Andrew MacLaine.!
You may have missed your
chance to enter this year, but
founder of Her Universe clothing,
Ashley Eckstein said there will be
more to come. !
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Does The Thoughts Of Your In-House Computer
Expert Leaving Scare You To Death?

